Unilateral localized failure of beard growth.
Hair may be classified by type as vellus or terminal. The transformation of vellus follicles into terminal follicles is induced by androgens in androgen-dependent areas by promoting the genetic program existing within individual follicles. Patients with normal androgen plasma levels and absent hair growth in certain areas under androgenic control have been described. One explanation of this condition may be abnormal target tissue sensitivity. We report a 17-year-old man whose only complaint was inability to grow a beard on the left side of his face.